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Ceremonies At the close of the rice harvest in the East Indian island
observed at Qf ;gurUj eacn cian {fennd) meets at a common sacramental
meal, to which every member of the clan is bound to contribute

Bum and    a fafe Qj ^e new rjce>     fhis meal is called " eating the soul

of the rice," a name which clearly indicates the sacramental

character of the repast.     Some of the rice is also set apart

and offered to the spirits.1    Amongst the Alfoors of Mina-

hassa, in the north  of Celebes,  the  priest  sows  the   first

rice-seed and plucks the first ripe rice in each field.     This

rice  he  roasts  and  grinds into  meal,  and  gives some of

it  to each of  the   household.2     Shortly before  the   rice-

harvest in Bolang Mongondo, another district of Celebes, an

offering is made of a small pig or a fowl.    Then the priest

plucks a little rice, first on his own field and next on those

of his neighbours.     All the rice  thus  plucked  by him he

dries along with his own, and   then  gives it back  to   the

respective owners, who have it ground and boiled.     When it

is boiled the women take it back, with an egg, to the priest,

who offers the egg in sacrifice and returns the rice to the

women.     Of this rice every member of the family, down to

the youngest   child, must partake.      After   this ceremony

every one is free to get in his rice.8

Ceremonies        On the north coast of Ceram every owner of a rice-field

observed at begins planting by making six holes in  the middle of the

MW rice in field and depositing rice-seed- in them.    When  the crop is

Ceram and rip^ the rice which has sprouted from these six holes must

be the first to be reaped  and the  first to  be eaten   by the

owner at the common harvest-feast of the village.     When all

the owners of the fields have thus partaken of the rice that

was first planted  and   first reaped  in their fields, the other

villagers may help themselves to rice out of the pot.     Not

till this feast has been held may the owners of rice-fields sell

their rice.4    Among the Kayans of Central Borneo, who, as
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